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July 7, 2020 
 

Dear Parents, 
 

First and foremost, I hope this letter finds you and your family healthy and safe during 
this pandemic; with the challenges and uncertainty it brings.  I am reaching out to you 
today for two important reasons; one to introduce you to our new Senior Director of 
Special Education and secondly to also address the importance of your input as we 
reopen schools.   
 

First, I am pleased to introduce the district’s new Senior Director of Special Education, 
Dr. Charity Plaxton-Hennings who began her official work with Desert Sands on 
Wednesday, July 1st.  Dr. Plaxton-Hennings holds a doctorate in Clinical Psychology 
and completed a Post-Doctoral Fellowship in Pediatric Neuropsychology at Loma Linda 
Children’s Hospital. She also holds Master’s degrees in Public Health and Psychology 
and completed her undergraduate degree in Speech Communication and Psychology at 
Point Loma Nazarene University. Dr. Plaxton-Hennings is licensed as both a clinical and 
school psychologist as well as a Certified Trauma Specialist. Our new senior director 
most recently served as the Director of Inclusion and Program Development for Springs 
Charter Schools and previous to that, worked as the Director of Mental Health and 
Secondary Special Education for Riverside Unified School District. Charity currently 
serves as the Region 19 representative to the ACSA Student Services and Special 
Education Council and has served on several state education committees and 
workgroups.  

Dr. Plaxton-Hennings has been married to her husband, Dr. Robert Hennings for almost 
21 years. She has two children, thirteen-year-old Anna  and ten-year-old A.J.  We are 
so excited to have her part of our team in the Student Support Services division.  

In regards to the reopening of schools, I hope you all have had the opportunity to 
participate and provide input in our recent events such as our “Bailey and Coffee-To 
Go” virtual events, our Board Study Session meeting, surveys, and Thought Exchange 
opportunities that were available for both parents and staff to gather opinions on options 
for reopening of schools.   I know our families have had a wide range of experiences 
with the Distance Learning after the March 13 school closure.  Our virtual learning will 
look much different for the 2020-2021 school year.  The educational options that are 
now being considered (pending board approval) will be the Virtual Learning or a Hybrid 
Learning model: 
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Virtual Learning 

 Standards-based curriculum 
 Utilizes district adopted curriculum 
 Attendance taken daily 
 Attendance based on work completed 
 Online learning with opportunities for synchronous and asynchronous learning 
 Opportunities for small group and 1:1 support when needed 
 Students can maintain their current school affiliation  

Hybrid 

 Standards-based curriculum 
 Utilizes district adopted curriculum 
 Attendance taken daily 
 Students are placed in cohorts.  Cohort “A” would physically attend two days a 

week and Cohort “B” would physically attend two days a week.  The fifth day will 
be used for extension learning, 1:1 support and small group intervention. 

 This model allows for social distancing as class sizes will be smaller. 
 Students can maintain their current school affiliation  

We also continue to offer our Home School and Independent Study program at Horizon 
which may be options for your family to consider.  All students on IEPs will have those 
options from which to choose and IEPs will be developed accordingly. 

A special board meeting will be held on Thursday, July 9, 2020, to approve our district 
reopening plan and soon after we will be opening a pre-registration form for parents to 
inform us on what their plans are for their children and the 2020-2021 school year.  This 
is very important information for the district to use for planning and staffing 
purposes.  Please be sure to participate and provide your input. 

Also our special education staff are holding IEP meetings throughout the summer.  If 
you are notified about an IEP for your child, please plan to participate in the 
meeting.  Our goal is to try to complete as many of the annuals and transition IEPs that 
were not able to be held in Spring 2020 due to the school closure. 

I hope you continue to have a healthy and happy summer.  We truly look forward to 
seeing everyone’s faces in our buildings as soon as it is safe to do so! 

Take care and be well! 

 

Laura Fisher 
Assistant Superintendent, Student Support Services  

 


